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According to Doctor Dog

Most of us are familiar with hundreds of dog
breeds, but what's an "outside dog?" Unless you're
medically intolerant of it (and therefore can't take
care of it in a medical emergency, so you shouldn't
have it), making a dog stay outside is a costly waste.
If it's for protection, what do you think a crook wants
to steal, your lawn? When you leave, do you put your
valuables and your kids out in your yard? Just what
is the dog "protecting" out there? Most dogs kept out
cause far more nuisance complaints from barking
and escaping than any deterrent to intrusion. Such
complaints cause teasing, antagonism, release and
poisoning and your dog is helpless to defend himself.

If I'm a crook and your dog is out, your fence
protects ME, not your possessions or dog. If | just
open the gate 9 out of 10 dogs will run off! | can
safely shoot, stab, spear, poison, snare, strangle or
dart it through the fence. You just lost your dog AND
everything | steal! If it's tied and | keep out of its
reach, it's useless. It'll bark, but outside dogs bark so
much they're usually ignored. But let a dog hit the
other side of a door or window a crook is breaking
into and the crook is GONE! A crook can't hurt an
inside dog until it can hurt him, and nothing you own
is worth an arm to a crook. Deterrence is effective
protection.

Protection and aggression are not the same.
Protection is defensive, reactive and often passive
and threatens or injures no one. Aggression is active,
harmful and offensive, threatens all and benefits
none. Yard dogs often develop far more aggression
than protectivity because everyone who passes by or
enters has already violated the territory that dog has
marked dozens of times a day for years. That's not
protection, it's not desirable and it overlooks two
facts of life today:

1) Property owners have implied social con-
tracts with others in the community. Letter carri-
ers, paper boys, delivery people, law enforce-
ment, emergency medical personnel, meter
readers and others are allowed near and at
times on your property without your specific per-
mission. Sure that ten-year-old was not sup-

posed to jump your fence after his ball, kite or
Frisbee; but neither you nor your dog are allowed
to cause him injury if he does. Imagine this: A
neighbor looks into your yard or window and sees
you, your wife or your child laying on the floor in a
pool of blood. They call 9-1-1 and your dog pre-
vents paramedics from assisting! Should they
shoot your dog or just let you die? Great choice.

2) Even if the intruder is a felon, few places
allow you or your dog to cause physical injury to
prevent property loss. Convicted felons have
sued the dog's owner from jail and won more in
the suit than they could have stolen! Appalling but
true. Don't believe your homeowners insurance
will cover the loss.

The more a dog is outdoors, the less behav-
ioral control you have. It's easier to solve four or five
indoor problems than just one outdoors. The reason is
simple: The more you control the stimuli that reach
the dog, the more you control its responses. You've
got a lot more control over your living room than you
do over your yard! When it's bored but teased by
every dog, cat, bird, squirrel, motorcycle, paperboy,
airplane, firecracker, backfiring truck and rabbit in the
county, OF COURSE it'll dig, chew and bark. Would
you sit still all day every day?

When a dog is alone indoors you're still 30%
there because your scent and things it associates with
you constantly remind it of you and your training.
When it's out, it's alone whether you're home or not.
Do you expect it to keep YOU in mind while the entire
world teases, distracts and stimulates it?

The media are full of stories about family dogs saving
everyone during a fire. How many people, including
children, would be dead today if those dogs were kept
out? SURE you always get up to investigate every
time your yard dog barks.

An outdoor dog has an address, not a home.
Does your dog get so much mail that it needs its own
address? The real value dogs offer is as companion
animals. Do you live out in your yard? Whose com-
pany does your yard dog keep and protect? Stop be-
havior problems and start enjoying real protection and
companionship.

Bring your dog inside.
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The world's oldest dog, a
dachshund named Chanel,
died of natural causes earlier
this year at the reported age
of 147 dog years. Some news
reports listed her age as 120
in "dog years." Others said
she was 147. Which is it?

Chanel was about 113 dog
years old. A "dog year" is a
measurement that puts the
age of a dog in the context of
a human lifespan—in other
words, if Chanel were a person, how old would she be?
Most people think of one "human year" as equivalent to
seven "dog years." But that's a bad predictor of longevity.
The official formula, according to the American Veterinary
Medical Association, equates the first year of a medium-
sized dog's life to 15 years of a human's. The dog's sec-
ond year equals nine years for a human. And after that,
every year feels like five for a dog.

This formula, however, varies depending on the dog's
weight. Bigger dogs tend to have shorter lives, and thus
age faster in dog years, while smaller dogs live longer,
and thus age slower in dog years. (This discrepancy is
due in part to the fact that big dogs are more likely to have
debilitating arthritis and stomach problems.) The life ex-
pectancy of a Great Dane, for example, is just eight years,
so a 4-year-old Great Dane is already a whopping 35.
That said, calculating dog years is far from an exact sci-
ence, as evidenced by the fact that the AVMA's calculator
lumps all dogs more than 90 pounds—including 200-
pound St. Bernards—into one category.

The formula has also changed over time, along with
human and doggie life spans. Life expectancy for humans
born in 1901 was 49 years. Now it's 77. Dogs also live
longer than they used to. In 1987, 32 percent of dogs lived
past six years. Now about 44 percent do.

Researchers have long been intrigued by the ratio be-
tween human and canine life spans. In 1268, an inscrip-
tion was etched into the floor of Westminster Abbey calcu-
lating the date of Judgment Day using the life spans of
God's creations, including the dog's, which was consid-
ered to be nine years, and a person's, which they said was
81 years. Eighteenth-century naturalist Georges Buffon
noted that dogs lived roughly 10 to 12 years, compared
with the human life span of 90 to 100 years.

It wasn't until the 20" century that the phrase "dog
years" started to appear. It's unclear who coined it, but it
was current by the 1960s, when some math textbooks had
students calculate their age "in dog years." In the 1970s,
Alpo commercials featuring actor Lorne Green popularized
the seven-to-one conversion: "Duchess is 13. That's like
91 to you and me."

The phrase "dog years" should not be confused with
"dog days," which originated in ancient times as a refer-
ence to the period in summer when the star Sirius—or the
"Dog Star"—once rose with the sun. It is also distinct from
the phrase "a dog's years," which means a very long time.

HALLOWEEN PET TIPS

No human treats for your pet! Chocolate in all
forms can be very dangerous for dogs and cats, as
can the artificial sweetener xylitol found in many
candies. Tin foil and cellophane pose a choking
hazard, so leave the people treats out of the reach
of your pet(s)! Popular Halloween plants like pump-
kins and decorative corn can cause gastrointestinal
upset. Make sure those are out of the way, too.

Wires and cords from electric lights and other
decorations should also be out of reach. They can
cause extreme and even fatal damage. Use ex-
treme caution if you add a real candle to your
carved pumpkin for lighting. If it's in a place where
your pet can knock it over, it could be a real fire haz-
ard.

Costumes can cause undue stress for pets.
Unless you know your pet is one of those that love
playing dress up, don't put them through unneces-
sary upset. Make sure your pet's costume doesn't
have small, dangling, or easily chewed-off pieces he
can choke on. Ensure that it isn't ill-fitting or it can
get twisted on external objects and lead to injury.

Unless your pet is extremely social, keep him in
a separate room away from the front door during
trick-or-treating hours. And finally, always make
sure that your dog or cat has proper identification. A
collar, tags, and/or a microchip can increase the
chances that he or she will be returned to you if for
any reason your pet escapes and becomes lost.
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6 times a year; Febru-
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HCHS staff or board.

Don't forget we're still offering free Pet ID tags
to any dog or cat owner who wants one.



http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jmX5wune03n83iRLzZGf3evBOHXQD9AE8PNG0
http://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2009/05/06/Oldest-dog-turns-21-147-in-dog-years/UPI-16921241633878/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aging_in_dogs#Life_expectancy_by_breed
http://www.npwm.com/mc_pet_age_calculator.asp?menu_id=405&menu_item_id=1
http://www.bigpawsonly.com/biggest-dog-features.htm
http://www.bigpawsonly.com/biggest-dog-features.htm
http://www.icons.org.uk/theicons/collection/westminster-abbey/features/the-great-pavement
http://www.icons.org.uk/theicons/collection/westminster-abbey/features/the-great-pavement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges-Louis_Leclerc,_Comte_de_Buffon
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB121997338176882143.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o70tS4AfG50
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B43Lnqs-eUg
http://www.slate.com/id/2217962/

October 2009 PAW PRINT JOURNAL

PAGE 3

The canine IQ test results are in: Even the average dog has the mental abilities
of a 2-year-old child. The finding is based on a language development test, revealing
average dogs can learn 165 words (similar to a 2-year-old child), including signals
and gestures, and dogs in the top 20 percent in intelligence can learn 250 words.

And the smartest? Border collies, poodles, and German shepherds, in that order,
says Stanley Coren, a canine expert and professor emeritus at the University of Brit-
ish Columbia. Those breeds have been created recently compared with other dog
breeds and may be smarter in part because we've trained and bred them to be so,
Coren said. The dogs at the top of the pack are on par with a 2.5-year-old. While
dogs ranked with the 2-year-olds in language, they would trump a 3- or 4-year-old in
basic arithmetic, Coren found. In terms of social smarts, our drooling furballs fare
even better.

"The social life of dogs is much more complex, much more like human teenagers
at that stage, interested in who is moving up in the pack and who is sleeping with
who and that sort of thing." "We all want insight into how our furry companions
think, and we want to understand the silly, quirky and apparently irrational behaviors
[that] Lassie or Rover demonstrate," Coren said. "Their stunning flashes of brilliance
and creativity are reminders that they may not be Einsteins but are sure closer to hu-
mans than we thought."

To get inside the noggin of man's best friend, scientists are modifying tests for
dogs that were originally developed to measure skills in children. Here's one: In an
arithmetic test, dogs watch as one treat and then another treat are lowered down be-
hind a screen. When the screen gets lifted, the dogs, if they get arithmetic (1+1=2),
will expect to see two treats. (For toddlers, other objects would be used.)

But say the scientist swipes one of the treats, or adds another so the end result is
one, or three treats, respectively. "Now we're giving him the wrong equation which is
1+1=1, or 1+1=3," Coren said. Sure enough, studies show the dogs get it. "The dog
acts surprised and stares at it for a longer period of time, just like a human kid
would," he said. These studies suggest dogs have a basic understanding of arithmetic,
and they can count to four or five.

Other studies Coren notes have found that dogs show spatial problem-solving
skills. For instance, they can locate valued items, such as treats, find better routes in
the environment, such as the fastest way to a favorite chair, and figure out how to
operate latches and simple machines. Like human toddlers, dogs also show some
basic emotions, such as happiness, anger and disgust. But more complex emotions,
such as guilt, are not in a dog's toolbox. (What humans once thought was guilt was
found to be doggy fear, Coren noted.)

And while dogs know whether they're being treated fairly, they don't grasp the
concept of equity. Coren recalls a study in which dogs get a treat for "giving a paw."
When one dog gets a treat and the other doesn't, the unrewarded dog stops perform-
ing the trick and avoids making eye contact with the trainer. But if one dog, say, gets
rewarded with a juicy steak while the other snags a measly piece of bread, on average
the dogs don't care about the inequality of the treats.

He found the top dogs, in order of their doggy IQ are: 1) Border collies, 2) Poo-
dles, 3) German shepherds, 4) Golden retrievers, 5) Dobermans, 6) Shetland sheep-
dogs , 7) Labrador retrievers. At the bottom of the intelligence barrel, Coren would
include many of the hounds, such as the bassett hound and the Afghan hound, along
with the bulldog, beagle and basenji (a hunting dog). "It's important to note that these
breeds which don't do as well tend to be considerably older breeds," he said. "They
were developed when the task of a hound was to find something by smell or sight."
These dogs might fare better on tests of so-called instinctive intelligence, which
measure how well dogs do what they are bred to do.

"The dogs that are the brightest dogs in terms of school learning ability tend to be
the dogs that are much more recently developed," Coren said. He added that there's a
"high probability that we've been breeding dogs so they're more responsive to human
beings and human signals." So the most recently bred dogs would be more human-
friendly and rank higher on school smarts.

Many of these smarty-pants are also the most popular pets. "We like dogs that
understand us," Coren said. We also love the beagle, which made it to the top 10 list
of most popular dog breeds in 2008 by the American Kennel Club. That's because
they are so sweet and sociable, Coren said. And sometimes the dim-wits make better
pets. While a smart dog will figure out everything you want it to know, your super
pet will also learn everything it can get away with.
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Judy Lacy at 821-1066. E-mail to
HopkinsCoHS@newwavecomm.net
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Shelter Hours and Fees

Adoptions
Adoptions can be made 5 days a week

Monday I Thursday
9:30 AMT 5:00 PM
Friday

9:30 AMT 4:30 PM

Adoption Fees

Dogs/Pupsi $61.00
Cats/kittens I $55.00

This includes Pet ID tag, spay/neuter
surgery, health check, half price on
first vaccines.




